TOP TIPS for setting up a
School or Child Care Centre
team & fundraising
Why should my school or centre fundraise?
Fundraising creates awareness in children that they are part of a larger community. They find out that this
puts a certain responsibility on their shoulders and gives them a sense of empowerment to positively impact
their community. When they raise funds for causes, it teaches them to be grateful for what they have and that
they have the ability to help others who are less fortunate. It has been shown that children who participate in
service causes at a young age continue to do so as they get older, it is a gift that will benefit their community
for years to come!
What we don’t always think about, are the other benefits that fundraising activities offer to our students.
Students raise funds to help a common goal, and if done correctly, they can learn fundamental life skills such
as teamwork, creativity, customer service and goal setting. All of these and more can be incorporated into
your fundraiser.
Fundraising events can also help build a connected community and can lead to a lot of fun, laughter and
memories. Fundraising gives children a sense of empowerment. Children do not often have the monetary
resources available to them to bring about change, but through fundraising, they can acquire the monetary
means necessary to begin the process of change. They see firsthand that they have the ability to make a
positive change in their communities.

How to Start
We realise every Talk Like a Pirate Day is unique and will run in different way. There is no right way or wrong
way. Below are a few tips that might work best for your setting.

Child Care Centres
The most popular way for a child care centre is to create an online fundraising page for your centre (a team
page). Make sure you add your centre logo in the picture section so parents can quickly identify your page.
Set a goal that you feel you will be able to achieve. You can always raise your goal if you reach it quickly.
SHARE THE TEAM PAGE LINK with your parents and ask them to place their donations on the fundraising
page. Most parents do not carry cash with them. This does not mean they don’t wish to donate to your fundraising. Your parents are usually in a hurry when they drop off and pick up and will appreciate the ease of
donating online. Make it easy for them. Making your donations online gives everyone a chance to contribute at
a time that is convenient, as well as giving them a record of their tax deductible donation for tax time.
DON’T BE FRIGHTENED TO REMIND THEM. Your parents are busy people and juggle many tasks at once.
They may need reminding several times. This is normal. We often think, “I must do that,” and then completely
forget and move on to the next task. Don’t ask for a gold coin. Leave it up to the family as to what they would
like to donate.
If you have staff members or committed fundraisers within your group, you still have the option to give them
their own fundraising page as a team member of the centre. All funds raised on team member pages will filter
through to the team total.
MAKE IT EASY. Your online fundraising page will reduce the time required by your centre to collect funds and
bank them. This will leave you more time to plan activities for your Talk Like a Pirate day or complete the 20

Primary Schools
The most popular way for primary schools to fundraise is to start a school team and ask each grade teacher
to join the team by starting a class fundraising page as part of the school team page. Make sure you add your
school logo in the picture section so parents can quickly identify your page. For example Smithville State
School is the team name with 3B or Year 3 as a team member. Each class will share the link for their class with
their family and friends and ask them to donate towards their class fundraising. Each class can set their own
fundraising goal and work together to achieve their goal. Don’t ask for a gold coin donation, but leave it up to
the family as to what they would like to donate.
Some schools make their teams in their house names, making a small competition to see which school house
can raise the highest amount of funds.
LINKING WITH YOUR CURRICULUM
Fundraising can be a great tie into your curriculum. For example, if your fifth grade class is raising money why
not include this in your math lesson?
·
·
·
·
·

How much money do the students need to raise?
What is the average that each student will need to raise?
How will they raise the money? (Donations, selling goods – how many items will they need to sell?)
Half way through the fundraiser, calculate the percentage that has been raised.
Creating posters or developing letters that promote the fundraiser can be a great way to tap into the

High School
The most popular way for high schools to fundraise is to set up the school team and ask students to join the
team. Remember to add the school logo to the team page so students can identify your official page. One
teacher or senior student will be required to set up the school fundraising team. They will be the schools
contact person receiving Talk Like a Pirate Day communications from Childhood Cancer Support. They are
not responsible for team members. Remember not all students will join and that is ok. Giving the students the
choice will give them a chance to stand up in front of their peers and show how they can make a difference to
kids with cancer. This can also be taken on as a class challenge.
Each student that joins your team will receive their own online fundraising page. This allows students to
fundraise for the cause within their family and community. Online fundraising reduces the risk of misplaced
funds and also allows donors to receive a tax deductible receipt for their donation.
You can set up an organising committee of senior students and ask them to put together an event and
fundraising plan.
GET BY-IN FROM ALL DEPARTMENTS
· The home economics department may sell fruit salad cups or baking during recess to raise money.
· The media classes may be able to make posters and draw up a media plan on how to promote your event.
· The sports department may be able to host a Talk Like a Pirate Day challenge event to raise funds.
· The music/dance department may be able to host a Talk Like a Pirate Day dance in the lunch break or live
school band performance and charge admission.
· Encourage students to collect online donations within their community and family circle.
However you decide to participate know that every $125 your school raises will give a regional family going
through a childhood cancer a place to call home for a night. Our friendly Talk Like a Pirate Day Crew are here
to help you with lots of ideas and help to make your event fun and successful, please don’t hesitate to contact
us.

www.talklikeapirateday.com.au
(07) 3844 5000

